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Women Impacting Public Policy (WIPP)

Å¢ƘŜ ±ƻƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ²ƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭΦ

ÅNational bipartisan public policy organization that advocates for and on 
behalf of women and minorities in business, strengthening their voice in 
the legislative process, creating economic opportunities and building 
bridges and alliances to other small business organizations.

ÅRepresenting over half a million Women Business Owners including over 
forty-eight business organizations.

ÅThirty local Instant Impact teams across the country engaging with 
legislative officials and the business community to advocate for Women 
Business Owners. 



Give Me 5
ÅNational program from WIPP & American Express OPEN designed to 
educate women business owners on how to apply for and secure federal 
procurement opportunities. 

ÅGive Me 5 works to increase the representation of Women Business 
Owners that win government contracts by providing resources and 
information to make it easier for them to register their businesses with the 
Central Contractor Registry (CCR). This is  a requirement to gain eligibility 
to apply for federal contracts. 

ÅWomen Business Owners could gain more than $5 billion in annual 
revenues if the 5% contracting goal set by Congress was reached. 

www.GiveMe5.com

http://www.giveme5.com/


Overview

Åά¢ƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘέ

ï²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ [ŀǊƎŜǎǘ .ǳȅŜǊ ƻŦ tǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ όhǾŜǊ Ϸолл 
B spent in 2006)

ïConsists of:

ÅAll government agencies (DoD, DOT, HS, etc.)

Å!ƭƭ άǇǊƛƳŜέ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳō-contractors

ÅGeneral Services Administration (GSA)
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/fy2009/
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Who are the Governments Big Spenders?
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Source: http://www.usaspending.gov/fpds/tables.php?tabtype=t1&subtype=at&rowtype=f

Agency FY 2008 FY 2009 FYTD 2010

Dept. of Defense $392.077 $365.872 $6.059 

Dept. of Energy $24.810 $31.152 $14.320 

Dept. of Health and Human Services $13.162 $18.753 $2.924 

NASA $14.839 $14.868 $2.881 

Dept. of Veterans Affairs $14.743 $14.441 $2.683 

General Services Administration $12.555 $14.095 $2.777 

Dept. of Homeland Security $13.616 $13.631 $2.403 

Dept. of State $5.587 $6.863 $0.388 

Dept. of Justice $5.281 $6.798 $1.438 

U.S. Agency for International Development $4.123 $5.171 $0.644 

Top Ten Totals $500.793 $491.644 $36.517 

* Table shows amounts in billions of dollars, and is sorted by FY 2009 dollars



ά¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭέ ±ǎΦ D{! ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ

ÅTraditionaltypically requires a proposal as a 
response to a solicitation
ïVendors (you) continually write proposals

ÅGSAis a giant catalog of vendors
ïAll GSA Contracts are listed in GSA catalog

ïOnly requires initial proposals on purchases <$25K

ïTransactions usually completed by credit card
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Rules and Regulations
ÅProcurement follows a set of rules

ïSmall (<$25K) and large (>$100K) contracts 
are treated differently

ïFederal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 
defines legal aspects 

ïPeople play certain roles. Examples:

ÅContracting officer (Program Manager)
ïSpends money

ÅBuyer (Purchasing Agent)
ïFinds suppliers (you)

Making the climb

It can be hard to get 

started. Consider 

teaming or 

subcontracting with 

larger companies to 

build your track record.
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Other Tips for Playing the Game
ÅKnow your competition

ÅYƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ άƴƛŎƘŜέ
ïWhat makes you special or better than the rest?

ÅNetwork ςNetwork ςNetwork! 
ïά{ŎƘƳƻƻȊƛƴƎέ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǊǘ ŦƻǊƳ - Get to know people 

ïTrade shows, industry events, join associations

ïAttend procurement seminars, conferences and 
briefings

ïMatchmaking events
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Playing the Game
ÅObtain a Data Universal Number System (DUNS) 

Number www.dnb.com/us
ïDUNS Number can be obtained free-of-charge at time 

of CCR registration
ÅRegister with the CCR www.ccr.gov
ÅOnline Representations and Certifications Application 

(ORCA) https://orca.bpn.gov/
ÅBusiness license and registrations
ïRegister with federal government, agencies, and 

primes
ÅMarket research ςfind the money!

ÅIdentify funded programs (Top Ten Spenders)
ÅIdentify contracting officers and buyers
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Procurement Sites

Å{.!Σ άCŜŘ.ƛȊhǇǇǎέΣ ŀƴŘ D{! 
are main federal sites

ÅGSAAdvantage! Shows the GSA 
catalog

ÅEach state, county and city 
usually post opportunities 
through their web site

http://www.fedbizopps.gov

http://www.gsa.gov

More often, 

opportunities are word 

of mouth. Get out there!

Insider tip:

http://www.sba.gov

http://www.gsadvantage.gov
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Common Terminology
ÅCentral Contractor Registry (CCR)
ïFederal contractors (big and small) must be registered
ïProvides electronic auto-payments
ïHelps meet small business subcontracting goals

ÅSmall Disadvantaged Business (SDB)
ïSBA formal certification for minorities and some women-

owned
ïNo formal certification for veteran, disabled veteran, and 
Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻǿƴŜŘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ όάǎŜƭŦ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘέύ
ï8(a) Program for SDBs
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Common Terminology (cont.)

ωBid:An offer in response to an Invitation For Bid (IFB) or a wild 
guess carried out by two decimal places.

ωCompletion Date: The point at which liquidated damages 
begin.

ωContractor:A gambler who never gets to shuffle, cut, or deal!

ωContracting Officer: A government agent with the authority to 
enter into, administer, or terminate contracts and make 
related determinations.

ωEvaluation Factors:Factors in selecting an offer for award.
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Common Terminology (cont.)

ÅLow Bidders:Contractors who are wondering what they left 
out of their bids.

ÅRequest for Proposal (RFP):Solicitation document used in 
negotiated acquistion.

ÅRequest for Quotation (RFQ):Document used in soliciting 
quotations.

ÅSet-Aside:Acquistion reserved for bidders who fit into a 
specified category.

ÅDun & Bradstreet (DUNS Number)
ïCredit reporting organization
ïFree registration
ïRequired for CCR registration

18-Mar-10
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Common Terminology (cont.)

ÅFedBizOpps
ï!ƭǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά9t{έ ό9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ tƻǎǘƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜύ
ïCommon federal gateway for most solicitations 

ÅGSA - General Services Administration
ïHow the government purchases commercial 

products and services
ïContracted vendors (you?) listed in GSA catalog
ïPurchasers have a credit card
ÅTypically used for purchases <$25K
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Acquisition Regulations

Å Defines contractual 
relationships between 
government and 
suppliers

Å Sections of the FAR(s) 
and laws (CFR and U.S. 
Code) are often cited in 
solicitations

FAR General federal regulations 
DFAR  Department of Defense
AFAR  Department of the Army
NMCARS  Marine Corps and Navy
AFFARS  Air Force
USSOCOM Special Operations Command
DEARS  Department of Energy
DLAD  Defense Logistics Acquisition 

Directive
CFR Code of Federal Regulations

http://farsite.hill.af.mil/farsite.html

http://www.gpoaccess.gov/cfr/index.htmlCFR:

FAR:

http://www.gpoaccess.gov/uscode/U.S. Code:
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How SBA Defines Small Business
ÅDependent Upon the Industry
ïConstruction ς$12M to $28.5M in average annual receipts 
ïManufacturing ς500 to 1,500 employees 
ïMining ς500 employees. 
ïRetail Trade ς$6M to $24.5M in average annual receipts. 
ïServices ς$6M to $29M in average annual receipts. 
ïWholesale Trade ς100 employees. 
ïOther Industries ςAgriculture, transportation, 

communications, electric, gas, sanitary services, etc. 
ÅRefer to 13 CFR § 121.201 for size standards
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Find Your NAICS Code
ÅUse Bureau of the Census Web Site for your NAICS code and 

small business size standard
ïhttp://www.census.gov/epcd/www/naics.html, 

ïClick "NAICS Search" box in upper left hand corner. 

Å If you know the SIC code you can search for "SIC xxxx" 

ÅBureau also provides correspondence tables 
ïhttp://www.census.gov/epcd/naics02/  for various SIC 1987, 

NAICS 1997 and NAICS 2002 tables. 

ÅReturn to SBA website  
ïhttp://www.sba.gov/services/contractingopportunities/sizestandardst

opics/tableofsize/index.html

ïDownload the PDF table, and match your code(s) with  matching size 
standard(s). 
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Small Business Administration (SBA) Resources 
(www.sba.gov) 
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Find online business counseling and training at:
www.sba.gov/training/index.html

E-Business Institute
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Helpful Web Sites
üDOD Small & Disadvantaged Business Utilization Office

www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/

üProcurement and Technical Assistance Centers

www.sellingtothegovernment.net

üSmall Business Development Centers

www.sba.gov/sdbc/

üBusiness.Gov 

www.business.gov

ü[ƛǎǘ ƻŦ {.! ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊǎ 

http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/sba_program_offi

ce/sba_ro_do_wbc.pdf
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Questions?
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Get Involved!
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1-888-488-WIPP

ÅProcurement, Energy & Healthcare Committees

ÅLocal Instant Impact Teams

ÅWeekly Policy Updates Relating to Your Business

1-888-488-WIPP

www.wipp.org

Questions? Contact WIPP Staff
Program Coordinator: Michael Fravel 

mfravel@wipp.org ǐ(415) 434-4314

http://www.wipp.org/
http://www.giveme5.com/
http://www.wipp.org/
mailto:mfravel@wipp.org

