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Washington, DC (May 9, 2011) – Today Women Impacting Public Policy (WIPP) announced the release of 

2011 survey data from its annual membership poll. WIPP annually conducts a survey of its constituency of 

women business owners to gain insight and information, assess the importance of economic issues, and 

evaluate the importance of policy issues relative to their businesses. The results shape WIPP’s advocacy, 

outreach, and organizational agenda.  

 

The economy continues to be at the forefront of women business owners’ minds. Many women business 

owners are more optimistic about the future with 65% predicting an increase in revenue, compared with 52% 

in 2010 and 46% in 2009. Furthermore, fewer (5%) are likely to say they will downsize their companies in the 

coming year than in 2010 (11%), although more are uncertain regarding what the future will hold than in years 

past. There is, however, still an uneasiness regarding the future, and 33% of women business owners do not 

plan to hire additional employees.  

 

Healthcare is also an issue of great concern for women business owners. Fewer of them (56% compared to 

65% in 2010) are offering benefits than ever reported before due to prohibitive cost. Those who currently offer 

healthcare benefits fear they may not be able to continue coverage if premiums continue to rise in the future. 

WIPP is responding to this information by increasing communication and education about healthcare reform 

and tax breaks during Healthcare Committee meetings (more information: 

http://www.wipp.org/?page=Healthcare). 

 

It took an average of two attempts for WIPP members to successfully secure outside funding for their business 

whereas the national average for women-owned businesses is four (source: Center for Women’s Business 

Research). Those who were unsuccessful in their attempts to get outside funding most often (78%) placed 

blame on the tightening of credit at banks. In light of this, WIPP will continue to increase focus on its Women 

Accessing Capital program to ensure its members have the knowledge they need to obtain financing for their 

businesses. Earlier this month WIPP partnered with KeyBank’s Key4Women program to expand educational 

opportunities and access to expert financial advice. 

 

Other topics that members were surveyed include procurement, energy and the environment, and 

technology/telecommunications. To view an executive summary of the data, please visit 

www.wipp.org/resource/resmgr/Files/2011_Annual_Report_Executiv.pptx 

 
Women Impacting Public Policy is a national nonpartisan group with over half-a-million members. WIPP is the 

collective voice in Washington, D.C., for over 50 national women and small business organizations. WIPP 

advocates for and on behalf of women in business in the legislative process of our nation, creating economic 

opportunities for members and building alliances with other small business organizations. Visit www.wipp.org. 
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