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Washington, DC (July 19, 2011) – Denise Farris, a member of Women Impacting Public Policy’s (WIPP) 

Executive Advisory board and Owner/Managing Partner at Farris Law Firm, LLC, will be the featured speaker 

at the upcoming Federal Women’s 8m Contracting Program. Ms. Farris will provide detailed information 

about the new federal 8m program that went into effect February 2011, which sets an annual 5% federal 

procurement goal and establishes restricted competition opportunities for women-owned businesses. 

 

The event will feature WIPP’s national educational program, Give Me 5 (www.giveme5.com), which is 

designed to educate women business owners on how to apply for and secure federal procurement 

opportunities. Seminars at the event will address the 8m Contacting Program details, how to register your 

business to take advantage of contacts that have been set aside, and the use of Teaming, Joint Venture, and 

Mentor / Protégé Agreement in 8m contracting. 

 

“Colt Safety has a philosophy of economic access for all,” said Christine Bierman, CEO & Founder of Colt 

Safety. “We have worked tirelessly over many years to educate and open doors for Women Owned Small 

Business (WOSB), the fastest growing segment of America’s small business economy. We are delighted to be 

hosting and continuing to educate on the long awaited WOSB 8(m) federal contracting program.” 

 

“We worked 11 long years to make this program a reality, but our work is far from over. Now it’s up to us to 

ensure this program is successful by taking full advantage of the contracts that have been set aside for women 

business owners,” said Barbara Kasoff, President of WIPP.  

 

The Federal Women’s 8m Contacting Program will take place on August 11
th
, 8:30am – 11am, at the Colt 

Companies Building, 8300 Manchester Road, St. Louis. This event will be hosted by Christine Bierman, CEO 

& Founder of Colt SAFETY, Inc. and WIPP National Partner. The cost is $10. For more information and to 

RSVP, visit: http://www.wipp.org/events/event_details.asp?id=169097 

 

 
Women Impacting Public Policy is a national nonpartisan group with over half-a-million members. WIPP is the 

collective voice in Washington, D.C., for over 50 national women and small business organizations. WIPP 

advocates for and on behalf of women in business in the legislative process of our nation, creating economic 

opportunities for members and building alliances with other small business organizations. Visit www.wipp.org. 

 

The Farris Law Firm LLC is AV rated and judged “Best of the Bar” in Construction Law by the Kansas City 

Business Journal.  Denise Farris was identified in  Martindale-Hubbell 2010 “Preeminent Women Lawyers” in 

Construction Law for the states of Missouri and Kansas, as well as State of Kansas Woman Business Advocate of 

the Year, KC Business Magazine “Most Influential Women”, SBA Regional Woman in Business Champion, and 

WIPP’s National Public Policy Advocate of the Year.  Her articles on government contracting may be reviewed at:   

www.farrislawfirm.com.   
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Colt Safety was founded in 1980 by Christine Bierman and is a certified woman business enterprise. Colt Safety is a 

warehouse distribution center for all personal protective equipment (PPE) and industrial supplies. In keeping with 

our company mission to protect the American Workforce we provide everything a worker uses or wears in a 

hazardous environment.  www.coltsafety.com/ 
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